


Monday, November 3rd, 2025
Greenup, Village Board Meeting

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, November 3rd, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Greenup Municipal Building. Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” to the United States Flag. Roll Call was taken by Clerk Jill Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Thomas Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, Josh Kingery, Paul Marti, Max McCullough, Sherry Parker and Tony Wright. Attorney Erik Peck was in attendance.

A motion to approve payments of bills ($375,155.79) and transfer of funds ($8,000.00) was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

A motion to approve the October 2025 Clerk’s Report was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

A motion to approve the October 2025 Meeting Minutes was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried

Public Comment – Bonnie Starwalt spoke to the board regarding the overhanging porches, mentioning that Dr. Bergbower has his porch cleaned and painted and it looks really nice. Bonnie is questioning if the Village can help the porch owners out. Mayor Bauguss informed Bonnie that repairs at this time are the responsibility of the porch owners.
Bonnie also mentioned that the Halloween Celebration was another success. Mayor Bauguss thanked Bonnie for her work with the celebration.

A motion to approve the 2026 IML Risk Management Annual Premium in the amount of $87,798.15 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the renewal of the Illinois Municipal League Membership for 2026 in the amount of $250.00 was made by Trustee Wright, a second by Trustee Marti. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Clerk Kimble informed the board that Liability Insurance for the Natural Gas system will be on the December agenda for approval, it will be an estimate of $24,000.00 or more.
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A motion to approve a Parade Resolution for the Christmas Parade on December 14th, 2025 from 4:45-5:30 P.M. was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve an Ordinance For The Planting And Maintenance Of Public Trees was made by Trustee Blade, a second by Trustee McCullough. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Trustee Wright reported from the October 29, 2025 Water/Sewer Committee meeting. Trustee Wright stated that they met with Water Lead Jake Peters and engineers from Farnsworth to discuss the sewer issue on the east side of town, the sewer line fall rate is .2 and it should be at least a .4 and is being overloaded by waste/trash from LOVE’S and EVAPCO colliding together creating backups. A couple of weeks ago the line collapsed and an 8” line was installed because of the depth but it should have been a 10” line. The committee also learned that the footing of the old Water Tower needs replacement.
The committee recommends that B & T Drainage work on the line replacement and to get quotes for replacement of the water tower footing and to begin application for a USDA Loan to help with the cost of line replacement from the east end to the west clear to Jay Hayden Drive/Broadway St. Trustee Wright commented that there is constantly an issue just about daily with the sewer. The engineers will be reaching out to LOVE’S regarding trash being placed into the sewer, which has been causing issues for quite some time. Utility Lead Ryder and Utility Coordinator previously sent invoices to LOVE’S for backup’s caused by trash being thrown into the sewer with the help of Attorney Peck, though Clerk Kimble does not know that anything came about from the invoice sent.

Trustee Max McCullough reported from the  October 29, 2025 Electric Committee meeting.
The committee met regarding the termination of the IL RT 121 Electric Line feed that currently provides electricity to Cumberland Towing. Per Trustee McCullough the committee met with Electric Lead Jason Reisner, Norris Electric representatives and D & M Electric. D & M Electric (originally gave quotes for line change over) explained to the committee that they could install parts/refurbish the air conditioning units so they would work with a Phase 1 electric hook-up.
Trustee McCullough stated that the Vllage Board previously decided to terminate the line last spring giving a deadline of October 31st to Cumberland Towing and Sue Titus to reach out to Norris Electric for transfer services (USPS Certified Letters sent). Then over the summer the Village Board decided to pay up to $2,500.00 to the 2 customers after hearing concerns about affordability from the family of Sue Titus. The Electric committee made a recommendation to the board to proceed as planned to terminate the electric line, but extending the time frame deadline to January 5, 2026.

Trustee Alene Blade reported from the October 31, 2025 Finance Committee meeting, stating that they need to relook at and study the numbers regarding tax dollars received, so they want to table the Ordinance approving and authorizing the execution of a Business District in the Village.
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A motion to approve a Resolution Approving An Updated Utility License Agreement With Mediacom Communications Corporation With The Village Of Greenup was made by Trustee McCullough, a second by Trustee Wright. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Mediacom currently pays rent of $3.00 per pole attachment of Mediacom cable lines on utility poles owned by the Village, this updated ordinance will increase the rent to $7.50 per pole. Trustee Paul Marti questioned if the Village could speak to Mediacom regarding poles that were partially cut down removing cable but left behind in the alley behind his house. Utility Lead Holsapple will have the Electric Dept. look at the left behind poles, and Trustee Parker stated that she would have her husband inquire about the poles as well (Trustee Parkers husband works for Mediacom).
A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body), Section 2(c)(1), Public Official, Section 2(c)(3), and Litigation, Section 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Marti.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

This Regular Session of the meeting closed to the public at 6:32 p.m.

At 6:44 p.m. the Village Board returned to Open Session of the meeting, with Mayor Bauguss informing all that there was no action taken in Executive Session.

A motion to accept the resignation of Austin Matteson effective October 31st, 2025 was made by Trustee Marti, with a second by Trustee Parker. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Mayor Bauguss appointed Trustees Blade, Marti and Wright to a committee regarding employee health insurance renewal for year 2026, Trustee Blade will be the Chairperson of the committee. 

A motion to approve a Resolution Appointing Daniel Finley, Jody Shoot and Michelle Fryman as Deputy Clerks was made by Trustee Marti, with a second by Trustee McCullough. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Clerk Kimble explained the reasoning of the next ordinance regarding utility payment penalties and shut off, stating that they are taking on-line payments that are made with insufficient funds, applying payments that are eventually being withdrawn from the Villages banking account creating issues with delinquencies adding more work to daily deposits. 
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Trustee Blade questioned communication lately with shut offs, learning that is was communication between the Clerk’s Office, the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office, the Utility Department and the customer who reported an outage that was not an outage, and they were very aware of why their utilities were off.

A motion to approve an Ordinance Amending Title 13 Of the Village Code With Respect To Utility Payment Penalties was made by Trustee Parker, with a second by Trustee Kingery. 
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, Marti, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Attorney Peck had nothing to report. Clerk Kimble reported that the Village’s IMRF contribution rate for year 2026 will be 7.98%, up from 7.56%. Clerk Kimble also spoke of possible replacement of the hanging flashing Stop Lights with Flashing Solar Stop Signs at IL RT 130 & US RT 40, and IL RT 121 & IL Rt 130 (the lights were brought down a couple of weeks ago and are hanging extremely low). The board agreed to have Clerk Kimble check into replacement cost and IDOT approval. Clerk Kimble also mentioned that the office and the utility workers have been decorating for Christmas and that Electric Lead Jason Reisner suggested that the Village not decorate the porches this year, suggesting a contest between the Porch owners for an incentive. The board liked the idea, with Trustee Blade mentioning the possibility of a reduced water bill. The Village Board will choose a winner.

Treasurer Scales presented a preliminary Treasurer report from May through September.

Trustee Parker said that her heart feelings go out to those of the Coles County Board who were affected by a tragic automobile accident the week before. Trustee Wright mentioned how well Michelle Fryman is responding to her office training. 
Mayor Bauguss thanked Dr. Bergbower for the repairs and painting of the porch and welcomed Michelle and Hannah to the team.

The Board meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Jill Kimble
Village Clerk
Greenup, IL
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