April 7, 2025
Greenup, Village Board Meeting

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled board meeting on Monday, April 7, 2025 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Greenup Municipal Building. Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” to the United States Flag.
Roll Call was taken by Clerk Jill Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Tom Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, April Harris, Josh Kingery, Max McCullough, S. Parker, and Tony Wright. Attorney Erik Peck was in attendance at the meeting.

A motion to approve payment of bills ($350,204.96) and transfer of funds ($8,000.00) Electric Bond funds by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the March 2025 Clerk’s report and February 2025 Treasurer report was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the March 2025 meeting minutes was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

During Public Comments the Village heard from Sarah Ruholl (Growing With Greenup), resident JP Kruchten and Small-Town Real Estate (Kim Ryan and husband).

Sarah Ruholl informed the board that Growing With Greenup will be meeting on April 14 and the Chamber of Commerce will meet on April 22. Sarah spoke of organizations that help with revitalization of communities, she has tried to sign up for information and meeting attendance but is unable since the Village of Greenup may not be members of. She would like the Village to consider membership and to strongly consider the creation of a TIF District.

JP Kruchten asked the Village Board if they would consider annexation of the Covered Bridge into city limits, for maintenance and beautification purposes of the bridge and overflow ditch which benefits the Village of Greenup (tourism). The Greenup Village Board learned from JP that the Covered Bridge is in dire need of maintenance, lighting and traffic signage, of which he has contacted the County Highway Department over and has been told that they have no funding for it. (Mayor Bauguss will be in contact with County Officials regarding JP’s complaint regarding needed maintenance of lights, boards, cleaning and signage.)
JP Kruchten then questioned why the Water Department is still administering Fluoride into the Water System and why there is the need for building a new Water Treatment Facility which increased prices of water to customers. (Util. Coordinator Hornbeck explained that Illinois EPA mandates that all Water providers administer .7 mil in a liter.)  (JP was addressed by the board explaining that the current Water Treatment Facility was built in the late 1950’s/early 1960’s, the infrastructure has been maintained/repaired over these years, the equipment is old and can no longer be repaired for some of it is obsolete, and as far as the price increases are concerned the Village needs to show that they will be able to cover the payments of a loan if received.)

The Ryans then questioned why a response to their request for reconsideration of utility deposits was not on the agenda, with Mayor Bauguss answering that it is on the agenda and is to be considered by amendment of the Ordinance. Mr. Ryan asked for the tabling of the Ordinance since they were unaware of any ordinance. The Ordinance for amending Title 13 of the Village Code will be tabled, a copy will be sent to Ryan’s and considered for approval at the May 2025 meeting.
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Kristin Scott (Cumberland County Fair Association) was present to request the Village Board to consider advertising in the 2025 Fair Book. Per Kristin the Fair Association is trying to get more businesses countywide involved in the Fair this year, stating that Neoga and Toledo have been approached as well and will be considering at their next meetings.  Continued..

A ¼ page ad is $50.00, ½ page ad is $100.00 and others can be purchased for $450.00 and $600.00. The Board learned that each carnival ride that is brought in costs anywhere from $3,000 to $10,000 for the week.

A motion was made to advertise in the Cumberland County Fair book, ¼ page in the amount of $50.00 was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Harris.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body), Section 2(c)(11) and Purchase of Property, Section 2(c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

The meeting closed to the public at 6:27 p.m.

At 6:49 p.m. the Village Board returned to the Regular Session with Roll Call taken by Clerk Kimble. Members of the Board answering Roll Call were Mayor Bauguss, Trustees Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker and Wright.  Attorney Peck also returned to the meeting.

A motion to approve an Ordinance Amending the Village Personnel Policy and Procedures Handbook Regarding Clothing Allowance for  Employees of the Police and Utility Departments was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve An Ordinance Authorizing the Purchase of Certain Real Property Located at 112 W. Eunice Carson Drive, Greenup, Illinois was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Harris.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

An Ordinance Amending Title 10 of the Village Code Pertaining to the Operation of Golf Carts, All-Terrain Vehicles, and Motorized Bicycles was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

The Utility Dept. requested to have Junk Days in May this year but after much discussion between the Village Board considering recent weather and timing of holidays the board felt as if the Village should keep collection in June.
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A motion to approve setting Junk Days for Village residents on Friday/Saturday, June 6 & 7, 2025, Residents must present billing was made by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee McCullough. 
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

Trustee McCullough reported from the Electric Committee meeting held on April 4,2025. Trustee McCullough discussion was held regarding the Electric line feed along IL RT 121 repairs and upgrades, or abandonment of the line with turnover of two (2)electric services to Norris Electric. The committee also discussed ongoing training of electric personnel and potential electric projects. Per Trustee McCullough the committee recommends abandoning and terminating the IL RT 121 Electric line feed with an effective date of no later than October 31, 2025. Notification in writing should be provided to the affected customers as soon as possible with assistance from the Village Attorney.

There were no reports from Attorney Peck, Clerk Kimble, or Chief of Police Ethan Wicke.

Utility Coordinator/Treasurer Kay Hornbeck mentioned that fill and patch to the sewer line repair along S. Broadway has been put in place after the recent rain settled the trenching. Sewer issues on W. Elizabeth Street have been resolved and there was an issue with the Vactron, it was taken for some repairs. Mowing of public property will soon be starting.

Trustee Blade thanked Trustee April Harris for her service to the Village as Trustee. Trustee Blade also mention that she has a concern of apathy over the percentage of voter turnout of the Consolidated Election (15% of registered voters, voted).

Trustee Harris thanked the Village of Greenup for the Windchimes and thanked many individual who provided food and sent donations while her brother was sick and in his passing away.

Trustee McCullough mentioned that the utility department has been doing a good job keeping up with the recent storms.

Trustee Parker expressed concern regarding the broken asphalt and pothole under the CSX tracks along E. Lincoln Drive. Utility Coordinator Hornbeck informed all that CSX will be performing track maintenance in the next couple of months, she and M. Ryder plan on speaking to them when working in the area about the maintenance of the roads under the tracks.

Trustee Wright thanked Trustee Harris for her service as well. Trustee Wright also mentioned that Anthony from Farnsworth has the 5-year plan for the Municipal Bldg. Park & Bandstand Layout ready for review, he is waiting for the new fiscal year and possible changes in the committee structure. 

Mayor Bauguss mentioned that he will be working with all members of the board regarding wage increases in May. Before ending the meeting Mayor Bauguss gave an accomplishment list with timeline speech of the Village of Greenup, stating that all these (Love’s, Casey’s, Jefferson Street replacement) have been a result of past & current Clerk’s, Mayors and Trustees of the Village of Greenup,  we all need to work closer together to make Greenup a better place. Mayor Bauguss too thanked Trustee Harris for her services to the Village of Greenup.

A motion to Adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays: None
Absent: None
Motion carried.

This Village Board meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

Jill Kimble
Village Clerk
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