Monday, November 4, 2024
Greenup, Village Board Meeting Minutes

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled board meeting on Monday, November  4, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Greenup Municipal Building. Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag. Roll Call was taken by Clerk Jill Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were; Mayor Tom Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, Josh McElravy, Max McCullough, Sherry Parker, Tony Wright. Trustee April Harris was absent.

A motion to approve payments of bills ($442,680.35) and transfer of funds ($8,000.00) Electric Bond was made by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the October 2024 Clerk’s report and the September 2024 Treasurer’s report was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the October 2024 Meetings Minutes was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

During Public Comment, Kristin Scott (Cumberland County Fair Pageant Director) invited the Board and members of the public to a send off party for the 2024 Miss Cumberland Co. Fair Queen Abigail Becker who will be representing Cumberland Co. as a contestant of the 2025 Miss Illinois County Fair Queen Pageant in January 2025. The send-off party is scheduled for Sunday, December 22nd, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.

A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body), Section 2(c)(1) and Purchase of Property, Section 2(c)(5) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

This Regular Session of the meeting closed at 6:05 p.m...  At 6:45 p.m. the Village Board returned to Regular Session with Roll Call being taken by Clerk Kimble. Those members of the Board answering Roll Call were; Mayor Bauguss, Trustees Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright. Trustee Harris was absent.

Mayor Bauguss stated, “No action was taken in Executive Session.”

Trustee Blade reported from the Personnel Committee Meetings held on October 17th & 30th , 2024. 
On October 17th, the committee met to review applications received for the utility position advertised and on October 30th they met with a Village employee regarding attendance & work performance (health issues) and conducted employment interviews. The committee recommends working with the current employee, with the help of his physicians find a resolve, and hopefully he will be able to return to full duties. The committee also recommended hiring one (1) applicant who is very qualified and would be a great asset to the Village and to speak with Treasurer Hornbeck to determine if funds would be available to hire a possible second (2nd) employee for the Utility Department.
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A motion to approve the hiring of Jake Peters at an hourly wage of $22.50 (Utility Dept.), starting date will be after his 2 weeks-notice to current employer was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve closure of the 100 block of S. Kentucky St. from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 1, 2024 during the Stacey Carl Foundation 5K & Fun Run was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

Trustee Blade reported from the “Special Insurance” Committee meetings held on October 15th & 16th, 2024, stating that the Committee met with Mike Black and Rachel Snedeker to discuss employee benefit health insurance proposal and renewal of BCBS insurance. Both Black and Snedeker presented insurance quotes from BCBS that had a higher deductible and a GAP plan to cover the cost of the increased deductible. The Committee is recommending continuing with BlueCross BlueShield health insurance through Snedeker Insurance with the higher deductible and adding an AM First Gap plan to offset the increased deductible, continuing with the SAS Max 105 plan for claims and fees.
Trustee Blade stated that AM First will be a second insurer with a card of their own for the members, coverage should be the same or better with considerable savings to the Village of Greenup.

A motion to approve renewal of Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance benefit for Calendar Year 2025 from Snedeker Insurance was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

Two (2) invoices for Gas line maintenance and/or repairs done by Utility Safety and Design, Inc. This work done by USDI was for inefficiencies found during an ICC Natural Gas Audit done early this year.

A motion to approve payment of USDI Inv. #20244826 in the amount of $22,672.50 for Natural Gas maintenance & repairs was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve payment of USDI Inv. #20245037 in the amount of $17,997.75 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve payment of $150,000.00 to Greenup Fire Protection District, invoice to come CPI increase in January 2025 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas: Blade, Kingery, Parker, McCullough
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Present: Wright
Motion carried.
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Treasure Hornbeck informed the Mayor and Trustees that the balance in the Video Gaming fund will not cover the full $150,000.00 and CPI, payments will need to be paid from Video Gaming revenue and the Electric fund.

The Utility Dept. would like to trade in the Trencher that they rarely use for a Tiller that would make water line replacement and tree stump removal easier, presenting quotes for the purchase and trade from Martin Equipment. Martin Equipment is willing to give at least $4,000.00 for the Trencher and the cost of a Tiller will be $4,100.00 or $4,800.00 depending on the size.

A motion to approve trade-in of Trencher & purchase of Tiller (RT66) in the amount of $3,800.00 from Martin Equipment was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

A motion to approve a Resolution Approving An Identity Protection Policy was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.

There were no reports this month from the Attorneys or Chief of Police Ethan Wicke.

Clerk Kimble mentioned to the Mayor and Trustees to review the Sexual Harassment Training document received and to return their acknowledgement form stating that they completed their training, by the end of the year. Kimble also reminded all that beginning Tuesday, November 12, 2024 the April 1, 2025 Election filing period will begin for those interested in running for Mayor, Clerk and Trustees. The filing period begins at 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday the 12th and ends on Monday the 18th at 5:00 p.m.

Utility Coordinator Kay Hornbeck informed all that the Utility Dept. are planning to put up the Christmas Decorations beginning the week of November 18th, 2024.

Trustee Blade mentioned that there will be a Growing With Greenup “Bandstand” meeting on November 7, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for all interested in helping plan for a grant application. Trustee Blade gave thanks to the Volunteer Committee for their involvement and work on the Halloween Celebration and to the Utility Dept. for helping them (Bob & Alene) find their leak.

Trustee Parker spoke of her concerns with how the interviewing, recommendation and hiring of the new Utility employee was handled, stating that she was not in favor of how it was done (not having full-board involvement with application review and interview processes). 

Trustee Wright mentioned that the Village is soon to be losing a great asset to the community, Dr. Dill (Dentist) has decided to retire this month. Trustee Wright then questioned the need for a cell phone in the Utility Department for when you call it, it is never answered. Utility Coordinator Hornbeck replied that the cell phone is used for JULIE messages (text), he then questioned its use for emergency utility calls learning that the Sheriff’s Office receives the call now and they have a list of phone numbers of who to call for each department. Trustee Wright informed the board that there was a Sump pump issue at the Haughton Park Concession Stand and then had one last question of when will summer part-time employee Ross Ryder be done. Coordinator Hornbeck informed all that the 31st was Ross’s last day and that he will be missed.

A motion to Adjourn was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays: None
Absent: Harris
Motion carried.
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This Village Board meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

Jill Kimble
Village Clerk
Greenup, IL
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