


Monday, April 1, 2024
Greenup, Village Board Meeting Minutes

The Greenup Village Board held their regularly scheduled board meeting on Monday, April 1, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room of the Greenup Municipal Building. Mayor Tom Bauguss called the meeting to order with all standing to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag. Roll Call was taken by Clerk Jill Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Tom Bauguss, Trustees Alene Blade, April Harris, Josh Kingery, Max McCullough, Sherry Parker, Tony Wright. Attorney Erik Peck was in attendance at the meeting.

A motion to approve the payments of bills $283,032.48 and transfer of funds $8,000.00 was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright.
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the March 2024 Clerk’s report and the February 2024 Treasurer’s report was made by Trustee Wright, second by Trustee Harris.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve the March 2024 Meetings Minutes was made by Trustee Blade, second by 
Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

Public comments – Kristin Scott (Scott’s Building Center) mentioned that the lot where LOVEs built a new parking lot needs to be cleaned up (branches, weeds, etc.) Mayor Bauguss instructed Supt. Ryder to investigate. Bonnie Starwalt asked if the Village would consider purchasing a digital sign for informational purposes and suggested signage leading tourists to the downtown area. Those suggestions will be on the May agenda.

Linda Matherly (Greenup Historical Society) spoke on the history of the over-hanging porches and mentioned that many tourist who visit the museums state that they stopped in Greenup to see the porches.
Clerk Kimble informed the board that she has had the Supervisor of Assessment check into easements and ownership of the over-hanging porches. Per the Assessor there is an 80’ easement allowance for IL RT 121/Cumberland St. and it appears that the porches are sitting on the state right-of-way and looking further records show that the porches were taxed with the buildings starting in 2004. Attorney Peck would like to see a survey of the street (IL RT 121/Cumberland St.)

Sheila Millsap was present to request possible easement of an easement or the ability to purchase an easement from the Village platted as a circle drive in the Prairie Pines Subdivision. Sheila previously purchased 2 lots that are adjacent to the easement which was gifted to the village by Bob & Rosemary Scott for construction of a drive. Per Supt. Ryder, currently there is a sewer line within the easement and a shed building has been placed on a small portion of it as well (shed now owned by Susan Shadley). Trustee Harris stated that Susan Shadley is not interested in purchasing any of the easement. 
Mayor Bauguss informed Sheila that the board will be discussing her request during Executive Session and the Village will get back to her.
Later in the meeting it was agreed upon to let Sheila Millsap move forward with her house build and the Village will begin sale of property processes.

Jay Watkins (706 E. Elizabeth St.) was present to request write-off of electrical bill for a portion of his home that has been being used as rental property (metered separately from the home). Beginning in October 2023 usage increased, at that time no one was living in the apartment. 
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In November, a renter moved in, but this renter is never home for the usage to increase even more, same in December 2023 and January 2024 ($800.00+). Per Jay, he had an electrician look at possible factors finding no irregularities and has been working with Kay and Michael (Village) by having the meter sent off to the lab for retesting, which came back showing no issues. Now the billing for February 2024 usage is back to normal. Jay proposed making payment of  $209.16 for each month in question if the Village would consider writing off the balance since there is no proof of an issue on either side of the meter.  
Discussion was held amongst the board members regarding setting a precedent to follow by Ordinance, Attorney Peck has a meeting scheduled with the Clerk Kimble, Treasurer Hornbeck and Supt. Ryder to discuss utility ordinances and will discuss adding new procedures to follow. As for right now Treasurer Hornbeck and Utility Supt. Ryder were instructed by the Mayor to continue monitoring the meter and the board will get back to Jay Watkins.

Supt. Ryder spoke regarding an issue in January 2024 of a gas meter not allowing enough gas to pass through for the furnace to work properly at the rental property of Patrick Tingley (607 E. Cincinnati St.). Tingley contacted a plumber, who replaced the ignitor before noticing that there may be an issue on the Village’s side. Tingley is requesting reimbursement of the plumbing bill in the amount of $423.48. Discussion once again was held regarding a precedent to be followed in the future.

A motion to reimburse Patrick Tingley for $423.48 of HVAC plumbing bill was made by Trustee Harris, second by Trustee Wright.
Yeas:  Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  Blade
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve advertisement with 2024 Discover Magazine in the amount of $1,500.00 to be paid from Hotel/Motel funds was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

Two (2) quotes were opened regarding removal of old fixtures, labor for repairs and construction supply for the repair of the Concession Stand at Haughton Park. A & R turned in a quote of $26,582.45 for supply & labor and offered another option in the amount of $16,198.00 if the Village would purchase the materials and supplies on their own (saving sales tax, possible $15,00.00). Burton Home Repair submitted a quote in the amount of $29,840.00.
Trustee Parker questioned that she thought they were to come back to the board to discuss types of materials to use for the siding of the building, with A & R Construction representative Kenny Weaver responding that siding would not hold up to sun shading and obstacles hitting it, the sheet metal option will dent, chip and fade, and that the LP Smart siding quoted would only need occasional painting maintenance. Weaver also mentioned that the outside serving tray will be purchased by A & R from Boos in Effingham and is considered in the $16,198.00 quote.
Treasurer Hornbeck informed the board that currently the Cell Tower fund that pays for Park improvements has a balance of $14,000.00.

A motion to approve hiring A & R Services for the quoted amount of $16,198.00 for repairs to Haughton Park Concession Stand for labor, Village will purchase all materials by Trustee Wright, second by McCullough.
Yeas:  Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Wright
Nays: Blade, Parker
Absent: None
Motion carried.
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A motion to approve purchase and installation of Drug Storage Cabinet in the amount of $6,673.74, funds to be taken from State of Illinois Cannabis funds was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve estimate from Henderson HVAC & Plumbing for installation of ventilation in the amount of $3,684.76, funds to be taken from State of Illinois Cannabis funds was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Kingery.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve an Ordinance Amending the Village Personnel Policy and Procedures Handbook Regarding Insurance and Retirement was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve an Ordinance of the Village of Greenup, Cumberland County, Illinois Authorizing the Execution of a New Power Sales Contract with the Illinois Municipal Electric Agency for the Delivery Period Commencing October 1, 2035 was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion approving a Resolution Declaring that the Village of Greenup, Illinois Will Not Spend or Accept Local Tax Dollars on the Immigration Crisis for Migrants and/or Asylum Seekers Entering the Village of Greenup, Illinois was made by Trustee Parker, second by McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel (appointment, employment, compensation, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body), Section 2(c)(1), & Personnel (salary schedules) for one or more classes of employees, Section 2(c)(2), and 
Sale or lease of property owned by the public body, Section 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee McCullough.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

This open session of the meeting closed to the public at 7:03 p.m., and reopened at 8:09 p.m.
Roll Call was taken by Clerk Kimble, those members of the board answering Roll Call were Mayor Bauguss, Trustees Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright. 
Per Mayor Bauguss, no action was taken in Executive Session.

Trustee Wright reported from the March 13, 2024 “Special Utility” Committee meeting stating that the committee reviewed current charges for utility deposits, tap fees, reconnect fees, and regulations related to all utility services of the Village. These changes, amendments, and additions will be approved by a Village Ordinance at a later date. 
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Trustee McCullough reported from the March 15, 2023 Electric Committee meeting stating that the committee met with Supt. Ryder regarding possible abandonment of the electric line feed along IL RT 121, and issues with electric work/repairs. The committee recommends pursuing termination /abandonment of the IL RT 121 electrical line feed and to work with Norris Electric and property owners toward the transfer of electrical services. Personnel issues have been referred to the Personnel Committee. 

Supt. Ryder presented a referential quote for labor, equipment and parts to replace the electrical feed in the amount of $267,910.00 and stated that what the Village has received in electric usage charges is less than what was paid toward labor cost of recent repairs. An e-mail between Supt. Ryder and Norris Electric discussed reference actions to be taken by either the property owner or the Village of Greenup in the event of abandonment.

Trustee Wright reported from the March 25, 2024 Personnel Committee meeting stating that the committee went through evaluations and met with all employees of the Clerk’s Office and Utility Department, they will continue their meeting on May 6, 2024 to meet with Officers of the Police Department.

A motion  to hire Dittamore Backhoe & Concrete at an estimate of $5,500.00 for demolition and reconstruction of Municipal Building Pavilion pad, Village of Greenup taking care of concrete was made by Trustee McCullough, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

A motion to approve hiring Dittamore Backhoe & Concrete at an estimate of $2,800.00 for replacement of alley access approach behind the Greenup IGA was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Parker.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

Supt. Ryder informed the board that there are some electrical lines along S. Franklin St. , S. Broadway St. and Ettelbrick Drive that have coating coming off needing replaced. Supt. Ryder requested quotes for open wire removal of those three (3) areas; OneSource Solutions quoted amount was $11,416.00 and Lost Creek Electric LLC quoted amount was $4,161.00.

A motion to approve electrical pole and line replacement on S. Franklin St., S. Broadway St., and Ettelbrick Drive at an estimate of $4,161.00 by Lost Creek Electric LLC was made by Trustee Blade, second by Trustee Harris.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker
Nays:  None
Abstain: Wright
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

SBA Communications Corporation would like to present a lease buyout opportunity of a $250,000.00 lump sum/perpetual communications easement for their ground use lease with the Village (Haughton Park cell tower), the buyout would shorten the term of the monies being paid to the Village. Per Attorney Peck, SBA’s agreement may give them free-range to increase the footprint of the cell tower and they could place a lien on the property saying they have an interest in the site.
Attorney Peck does not recommend this buyout. After discussing the board decided to decline SBA’s buyout opportunity.

Supt. Ryder informed the board that persons utilizing the brush dump site are depositing more than brush and yard waste (i.e., construction materials and concrete), so he asked to amend the current ordinance by adding too to tighten the grip on what can be and what cannot be dumped.
Continued…
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Clerk Kimble and Trustee Parker then mentioned the possibility of No Burning (not recreational) within the Village, issues with burning seem to be getting more current. Trustee Wright mentioned that maybe the violators need to be given written citations. Chief of Police Wicke stated that they have been giving warnings, it seems to him that it is a lack of information.

A motion to approve an Ordinance Amending the Regulation of Open Burning & Disposal of Brush in the Village of Greenup, Illinois was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

Attorney Peck prior to the meeting at the request of Chief Wicke and Village Clerk Kimble began reviewing Village of Greenup Ordinance in reference to dangerous building and procedures for remediation or demolition. Per Attorney Peck the Village of Greenup has procedure of enforcement as to the condition of dangerous buildings and can proceed with a complaint in the Circuit Court but they advise first proceeding with a resolution and providing the record owner/occupants the chance to remedy the condition and then proceed to the Circuit Court.

Attorney Peck and Treasurer Hornbeck had nothing to report to the Village Board this month.

Clerk Kimble mentioned that the estimated project cost for the Village of the State of Illinois IL RT 121 resurfacing project increased to $118,100.00 that is a difference of $36,800.00 for curbing, sewer inlets, handicap stalls, ADA improvements, etc. Electronic Recycling has been scheduled for May 7, 2023, Junk Days will be held on May 31, 2024 and June 1, 2024. A representative of Illinois Municipal Retirement will be at the Village to do an information educational presentation to new and old employees. 

Supt. Ryder informed all that work on Well #6 should start soon, as well as the Water inventorying.

Chief Wicke gave an update on the License Plate readers, they should be put in place this month per the State.

Trustee Blade asked if the Village could add a shred event to this year’s Recycling/Junk days? Clerk Kimble will check into for Trustee Blade.

Trustee McCullough reported that he recently met with Jim Closson (IMLRMA Loss Control Specialist) for inspection of the Village Parks. In an email, Jim Closson is making the following recommendations; 1. Consider removing a tree in the Municipal lawn between equipment that could cause running hazards. This tree is also dropping limbs while children are at play. 2. Consider fencing in the Horseshoe pits or remove them to prevent falling into the stakes.
The Village Board agreed to have the tree and the horseshoe pits removed, instructing Supt. Ryder to have the Utility Department work on this as soon as possible.

Trustee McCullough then informed the board that he and Susie Beaumont have been working on some grant opportunities for the parks. Currently Susie is working on a Kubota Hometown Promotional Sweepstakes that will award 10 applicants $50,000.00, 10 applicants $10,000.00, and 1 applicant a Kubota Tractor. 

Other reports heard were commendations to the Utility and Police Departments.

 A motion to Adjourn was made by Trustee Parker, second by Trustee Blade.
Yeas:  Blade, Harris, Kingery, McCullough, Parker, Wright
Nays:  None
Absent:  None
Motion carried.

This meeting was Adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

Jill Kimble
Village Clerk, Greenup, IL
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